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Guru Arjan Dev Ji; The compilation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib; Martyrdom 

Key Facts :
1. The Guru Granth Sahib (also known as the Adi Granth) is truely unique among the world's great scriptures. It is considered the Supreme Spiritual Authority and Head of the Sikh religion, rather than any living person. It is also the only scripture of it's kind which not only contains the works of it's own religious founders but also writings of people from other faiths.
2. The living Guru of the Sikhs, the book is held in great reverence by Sikhs and treated with the utmost respect. Sikhism rejects idol worship, so the Guru Granth Sahib is not worshipped as an idol, but rather emphasis is placed on respect of the book for the writings which appear within.
3. The Guru Granth Sahib was compiled by Guru Arjan Dev, in 1604 in the city of Amritsar. Its second and last version was the handiwork of Guru Gobind Singh, and it was finalized at Damdama Sahib in the year 1705. He added the hymns of his father, Guru Tegh Bahadur, the Ninth Master, and a couplet of his own to the volume written a century earlier.
4. The Guru's older brother Prithi Chand as well as others had started passing of some of their own compositions as the hymns of the Gurus. Guru Arjun Dev realized that if this situation was allowed to continue it would be the undermining of the Sikh religion. The Sikhs needed an authentic compilation of the hymns of their Gurus. 

5. Guru Amar Das had started collection the original verses of all the Gurus. Guru Arjan sent trusted Sikhs such as Bhai Piara, Bhai Gurdas and Baba Buddha across the country in search of original manuscripts. Guru Arjun Dev made trips to Goindwal, Khadur Sahib and Kartarpur to visit the families of the previous Gurus. Guru Arjun Dev collected original manuscripts of the Gurus from Mohan (son of Guru Amar Das), Datu (son of Guru Angad) as well as Sri Chand (son of Guru Nanak). 

6. Guru Arjun now pitched a tent by the side of Ramsar tank in Amritsar and started the arduous task of compiling the first edition of the Holy Guru Granth Sahib. 

7. Bhai Gurdas was entrusted as the Guru's scribe for the master copy. The monumental task was finally completed after a number of years. 

8. This original edition of the Guru Granth Sahib known at that time as Pothi Sahib was installed on a high pedestal within the Harmandir Sahib in August 1604. Guru Arjun Dev seated himself at a lower level and instructed all Sikhs to bow before it, not as an idol, but as the book of divine inspiration which instructed living men in the ways of God and dedicated secular life. 

9. The revered Baba Buddha was appointed the first Granthi (custodian) of the book. 

10. Guru Arjun Dev dictated that unlike the Hindu scriptures, the Pothi Sahib could be open to reading by anyone of any caste, creed or sex.
11. The writings of the Gurus appears chronologically. Each of the Gurus signed their hymns as Nanak. Their compositions are identified by the numerals at the beginning of each hymn, ie. Mahalla 1 is Guru Nanak, Mahalla 2 is Guru Angad and so on. These are then followed by those of other saints (Bhagtas) and other contributors. 
12. There are 3,384 hymns found in the Guru Granth Sahib broken down by author are: 

· The Gurus 

1. Guru Nanak Dev: 974 hymns including sloks and pauris 

2. Guru Angad Dev: 62 sloks 

3. Guru Amar Das: 907 hymns including sloks and pauris 

4. Guru Ram Das: 679 hymns including sloks and pauris 

5. Guru Arjan Dev: 2,218 hymns including sloks and pauris 

6. Guru Tegh Bahadur: 59 hymns and 56 sloks 

7. Guru Gobind Singh: 1 slok 

· The Bhagatas: Saints of various faiths 

1. Kabir: 292 hymns 
2. Namdev: 60 hymns 

3. Ravidas: 41 hymns 

4. Sheikh Farid: 4 hymns and 130 sloks 
5. Trilochan: 4 hymns 

6. Dhanna: 4 hymns. 
7. Beni: 3 hymns

8. Sheikh Bhikan: 2 hymns 

9. Jaidev: 2 hymns 
10. Surdas: 1 hymn

11. Parmanand: 1 hymn 

12. Pipa: 1 hymn. 
13. Ramanand: 1 hymn 
14. Sadhna: 1 hymn 
15. Sain: 1 hymn 
· The Bhatts ( musicians who lived in the sixteenth century. All of them were scholars, poets and singers)

1. Kal: 49 Swayya
2. Kalsahar: 4 Swayyas
3. Tal: 1 Swayya
4. Jalap: 4 Swayyas
5. Jal: 1 Swayya
6. Kirat: 8 Swayyas
7. Sal: 3 Swayyas
8. Bhal: 1 Swayya
9. Nal: 6 Swayyas
10. Bhikha: 2 Swayyas
11. Jalan: 2 Swayyas
12. Das: 1 Swayya
13. Gayand: 5 Swayyas
14. Sewak: 7 Swayyas
15. Mathura: 10 Swayyas
16. Bal: 5 Swayyas
17. Harbans: 2 Swayyas 
· Sikhs 
1. Mardana: 3 sloks. 
2. Satta and Balwand: 1 Var. 
3. Sunder: 1 hymn 

13. The Guru Granth Sahib contains Bani in the following Ragas :
· (1) Sri Rag, 

· (2) Majh, 

· (3) Gauri, 

· (4) Asa, 

· (5) Gujari, 

· (6) Devgandhari, 

· (7) Bihagra, 

· (8) Wadhans, 

· (9) Sorath, 

· (10) Dhanasari, 

· (11) Jaitsari, 

· (12) Todi, 

· (13) Bairari, 

· (14) Tilang, 

· (15) Suhi, 

· (16) Bilawal, 

· (17) Gaund, 

· (18) Ramkali, 

· (19) Nat, 

· (20) Maligaura, 

· (21) Maru, 

· (22) Tukhari, 

· (23) Kedara, 

· (24) Bhairo, 

· (25) Basant, 

· (26) Sarang, 

· (27) Malar, 

· (28) Kanara, 

· (29) Kalian, 

· (30) Prabhati , 

· (31) Jaijawanti

14. The Ragas are further divided into the nature of the metre: (1) Chaupadas: an average of four verses each, (2) Ashtpadis: an average of eight verses each, (3) Special long peoms, (4) Chhants: six line verses, (5) Special short peoms, (6) Vars: consisting of two or more paragraphs (Sloks) followed by a concluding stanza (Pauri) and (7) Poems of Bhagatas (various saints).

15. Having accomplished the primary mission of His holy life, that is compilation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib and its momentous installation in Sri Harimandir, Sahib, Sri Guru Arjan Sahib then set a pace for a unique Cosmic Sacrifice

16. The religious  prejudices and political suspicions of the Mughal Emperor Jehangir, the intrigues of the Lahore rulers caused   Sri Guru Arjan Dev Jis martyrdom. However the main reason was the then Emperor Jehangir   himself. His son Khusro had rebelled against him and Jehangir suspected that Sikhs were   aiding and abetting him.
17.  During his visit to Lahore, Jehangir instructed to initiate proceedings against   Guru Arjan Dev Ji.   When Guru Arjan Dev Ji was summoned to Lahore he grasped the situation and bequeathed the   seat to Guru Hargobind Sahib before leaving. He also directed Bhai Budha Ji and Bhai Gurdas  Ji to take care of daily matters. 
18. He arrived in Lahore along with five Sikhs and was incarcerated in the fort there. The Kazi  ordered him to pay a fine but he refused. He also refused to make any alterations in Guru   Granth sahib. They started torturing Guru Ji. He was made to sit in a cauldron of hot  water, scorching sand was poured over his head, and he was put on heated metallic sheets.  
19. After enduring  five days of unrelenting torture Guru Ji indicated to Sikhs that his time has come. The  executioners took him to the waters of Ravi. Guru Ji chanted Japji Sahib there and with a  tranquil mind left for his heavenly abode on 30 May 1606.    
20. Guru Arjan was only forty-three years   old at the time of his supreme sacrifice on 30 May 1606. 
21. The way in which   Guru Arian gave his life for the values that he cherished is of far-reaching significance.   He was the first martyr who laid the foundation of great sikh tradition of standing up to oppression. With   his martyrdom the attitude of the Sikhs toward life changed. Emulating their Guru, they   would readily give their lives for any cause dear to them, whether it was a fight for the   protection of their faith, or in defence of the weak and helpless. 

